


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 1, 13 October 

No session 

Week 2, 20 October 

Danilo Verde (Cambridge): Lamentations 3:1-11 

Week 3, 27 October 

Christl Maier (Marburg): Jeremiah 4:13-22 

Week 4, 3 November 

David Janzen (Durham): 2 Chronicles 35:20-27; 2 Kings 23:28-30 (cf. 2 Chron 18) 

Week 5, 10 November 

Rebekah Van Sant (Oxford): Esther 4:12-17, Genesis 45:1-5 

Week 6, 17 November 

Cian Power (Oxford): Obadiah 8-18 

Week 7, 24 November 

Rosanne Liebermann (Aarhus): Psalm 22:7-16 

Week 8, 1 December 

Alexiana Fry (Copenhagen): 

Esther 1:8; 3:5-6, 13; 8:11, 13; 9:5, 13 

Michaelmas Term 2025 

Biblical Hebrew Reading Group 

Weeks 2-8 (no sessions in Week 1) 

Mondays, 12:00-13:00 
Seminar Room B, Faculty of Theology and Religion, Schwarzman Centre Level 3 

Convened by Cian Power 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Week 2, 20 October 

Danilo Verde (Cambridge): Trauma and Ideology in the Book of Lamentations 

Week 3, 27 October 

Christl Maier (Marburg): The Book of Jeremiah as a Cultural Trauma Narrative 

Week 4, 3 November 

David Janzen (Durham): Trauma Theories, Category Mistakes, and Postexilic Judah as a Traumatized 
Society 

Week 5, 10 November 

Rebekah Van Sant (Oxford): Deception, Subversion, and Femininity in the book of Esther and the Joseph 
Narrative 

Week 6, 17 November 

Professionalization Session and Writers workshop  

Week 7, 24 November 

Rosanne Liebermann (Aarhus): Animal Metaphors for Trauma and Illness in the Psalms 

Week 8, 1 December 

Alexiana Fry (Copenhagen): Trauma, Self-Defence, and Revenge in Esther 

 

Michaelmas Term 2025 

Hebrew Bible / Old Testament Seminar 

Theme: Trauma in Biblical Texts 

 Mondays, 14.30-16.00 
Seminar Room 30.301 B, Faculty of Theology and Religion, Schwarzman Centre Level 3 

Convened by Katherine E. Southwood 



Consult the Oriel College porter’s lodge for the
4-digit code to enter the Harris Seminar Room 

Week 1 (Monday, 19 January)

Annie Calderbank (KCL) 
“Networks of Holiness: God, Israel, and the
Priestly Imagination”

Week 2 (Monday, 26 January)
Sidnie Crawford (UNL)
“A Codicological Study of Damascus
Document Manuscripts from Qumran and the
Cairo Genizah”

Week 3 (Monday, 2 February)

Barbara Schmitz (University of Würzburg)
“Loving the Stranger: The Reception of Lev.
19:33-34 MT/LXX in Second Temple Jewish
Literature”

Week 4 (Monday, 9 February)

Rachel Cresswell (Oxford)
Title TBA 

Week 5 (Monday, 9 February)

John Day (Oxford)
“Was Genesis 1 dependent on Psalm 104 or
was it the other way round?”

Week 6 (Monday, 23 February)

Suzanna Millar (Edinburgh)
“Animals, Power, and Intersectionality in
the Books of Samuel”

Week 7 (Monday, 2 March) 
Saul Olyan (Brown)
“Biblical Rights: Animal and Human”

Week 8 (Monday, 9 March)

Workshop, Isaiah: Between Materiality and 
Textuality, 9:00am-6:00pm, Harris Seminar 
Room, Oriel College 

Convened by Hindy Najman 
Weeks 1-8, Mondays, 14:30-17:00, Harris Seminar Room (Oriel College)

Hebrew Bible/Old Testament Seminar 
Hilary Term 2026



EARLY BIBLICAL 
 INTERPRETATION SEMINAR

Convened by Hindy Najman (Oriel) 

Hilary Term 2026

Trinity Term 2026

10:00-12:00,  Harris Seminar Room, Oriel College
Please consult the Oriel Porter’s Lodge for the 4-digit code to access the Harris Seminar Room 

Week 2 (Thursday, 29 January): Gideon Bohak, “Editing
Ancient Manuals of Divination: How, and Why”

Week 3 (Thursday, 5 February): Rina Talgam, Title TBA
Week 4 (Thursday, 12 February): Abstract submission

session for postgraduate taught and research students 
Week 5 (Thursday, 19 February): Philo workshop

Week 7 (Thursday, 5 March): Writers’ workshop for
postgraduate taught and research students 

Week 2 (Thursday, 7 May): Nathanael Vette, “By Way of
Sidon Through the Decapolis” (Mark 7:31): Mark’s Jesus and

the Restoration of the Land of Israel
Week 3 (Thursday, 14 May): Hywel Clifford, Title TBA

Week 8 (Thursday, 18 June): Celine Debourse, Title TBA



Trinity Term 2026

Week 2: Wednesday, 28 January 
Week 4: Wednesday, 11 February
Week 6: Wednesday, 25 February
Week 8: Wednesday, 11 March 

Co-convened by Hindy Najman (Oriel) and 
Scott Scullion (Worcester) 

PHILO READING GROUP

Hilary Term 2026

10:00-12:00, The Robert Beddard Room, 
Oriel College 

10:00-12:00, The Robert Beddard Room, 
Oriel College 

Week 2: Wednesday, 6 May
Week 3: Wednesday, 13 May





Philo Workshop 
Oriel College 

19 February 2025 

Arjen Bakker 

Cosmic Boundaries: Philo’s Hellenistic and  

Jewish Thinking about Time 

Max Benster  

Anthropology and Cosmology in Philo's De Opificio Mundi 

Katell Berthelot 

[Title tbd] 

Joseph Harrison 

Philo and the City 

Hindy Najman  

The Place of Law in Creation in De Opificio Mundi 

Maren Niehoff  

The Essenes in Philo’s Treatise Every Good Man  

is Free: A New Perspective 

Sarah Pearce 

Philo’s De Decalogo 

Meron Piotrkowski  

Philo in Oxyrhynchus 

William Winning  

Allegoresis and the Philonic Corpus 

Further details to follow 



Isaiah: Between Materiality and Textuality
9th March 2026 9:00AM–6:00PM

Harris Seminar Room, Oriel College

Session 3

Chair: Cian Power (Faculty of Theology & Religion, 

University of Oxford

2:15–3:00 TYPOLOGY IN ISAIAH AND ITS RECEPTION

Rebekah Van Sant (Worcester College, 

University of Oxford)

3:00–3:45 VISIONS OF ISAIAH IN THE  
HELLENISTIC PERIOD

Arjen Bakker (Faculty of Divinity, 

University of Cambridge)

3:45–4:15 Coffee break

Session 4

4:15–5:00 THE SELF-CONCEALING GOD OF 
SECOND ISAIAH

Ruthanne Brooks (St. John’s College, 

University of Oxford)

5:00–5:45 TIME AND HISTORY IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

Konrad Schmid (University of Zurich)

5:45–6:00 Closing Remarks

Hindy Najman (University of Oxford)

The Edge of the Desert (1920) by Wallace L. DeWolf , Public Domain (CC0), Art Institute of Chicago



Consult the Oriel College porter’s lodge for the
4-digit code to enter the Harris Seminar Room 

Week 1 (Monday, 27 April)

No meeting: Conference ‘My tongue is
the pen of a skillful scribe’: Poetics,
Performance, and Philology, 26-28 April

Week 2 (Monday, 4 April)

[No session: Event with Kathryn Stevens, 
Babylonian Chronographic Texts from the 
Hellenistic Period  (2025), full information
TBA

Week 3 (Monday, 11 May)

Meron Piotrkowski (Oxford)
Title TBA

Week 4 (Monday, 18 May)

Guy Stiebel (Tel Aviv University)
Title TBA

Week 5 (Monday, 25 May)

No meeting

Week 6 (Monday, 1 June)

Orit Peleg-Barkat (Hebrew University
of Jerusalem)
Title TBA

Week 7 (Monday, 8 June )

No meeting

Week 8 (Monday, 15 June)

Avishai Bar-Asher (Hebrew University
of Jerusalem)
Title TBA

Convened by Hindy Najman 
Weeks 2,3,4,6, & 8, Mondays, 14:30-17:00, Harris Seminar Room (Oriel College)

Hebrew Bible/Old Testament Seminar 
Trinity Term 2026



Trinity Term 2026

Biblical Hebrew Reading Group

Convened by Hindy Najman and Cian Power 
Weeks 3,4,6, & 8, Mondays, 11:30-12:30, Harris Seminar Room (Oriel College)

Consult the Oriel College porter’s lodge for the
 4-digit code to enter the Harris Seminar Room

Week 1 (Monday, 27 April)
No session: Conference ‘My tongue is the pen of a skillful scribe’:
Poetics, Performance, and Philology (26-28 April, Oriel College)

Week 2 (Monday, 4 May)
 No session: Event with Kathryn Stevens,  

Babylonian Chronographic Texts from the Hellenistic Period (2025),
full information TBA 

Week 3 (Monday, 11 May)
Meron Piotrkowski (Oxford), Text TBA 

Week 4 (Monday, 18 May)
 

Week 5 (Monday, 25 May)
No session 

Week 6 (Monday, 1 June)
Orit Peleg-Barkat (Hebrew University of Jerusalem), Text TBA  

Week 7 (Monday, 8 June)
 No session 

Week 8 (Monday, 15 June)
Avishai Bar-Asher (Hebrew University of Jerusalem), Text TBA

Guy Stiebel (Tel Aviv University), Text TBA
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